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CULTURE A LA LOUPE

Le bac

| The three years of lycée culminate in a high-stakes exam called the
| baccalauréat or bac. Students begin preparing for this exam by the end of
- seconde (10" grade), when they must decide the type of bac they will take, Thjg
choice determines their coursework during
| the last two years of lycée; for example,
| a student who plans to take the bac S
e will study mainly physics, chemistry, and
viost students take le bac économique et sociale (ES), le bac
(L), or le bac scientifique (S). Others, though, choose to
chnical path and take the bac sciences et technologies
TT), the bac sciences et technologies de la sante et
/B r the bac sciences et techniques médico-sociales
2 is even a bac technique for hotel management, and
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1a ‘oral and written sections, which are weighted
rdis the type of bac. This means that, for example, a bad grade on the math section
ident’s grade significantly on a bac S but to a lesser degree on a bac L. In all cases the
¢ is 20/20. If a student’s overall score on the bac is below 10/20 (the minimum
ut ab  8/20, he can take the rattrapage, or make-up exam. If the student fails again,
ubl _;ﬁr repeat the school year and take the bac again.
i Students usually go to find out their results

with friends and classmates just a few days . Frendit HM
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after they take the exam. This yearly ritual is foliowing amlmﬂl‘”
full of emotion: it's common to see groups of at fis an ordinal
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students franticly looking for thei , poste 1S

' y g for their results pu‘mnd o m&rﬂ”ﬂw
on bulletin boards at the lycée. Over 80% of e (dixieme) = 10"
students pass the bac every year, granting them A bt 2
access to Frances higher education system.



